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Criminal Intelligence Brief - Criminal Exploitation of Marihuana Medical Access Licences Protected "A

Key Findings

s  Criminal networks are currently exploiting weaknesses in Health Canada's Marihuana Medical
Access Regulations (MMAR) Program to produce and divart medical marihuana into the illicit
market.

¢ Criminal networks are utilizing associates and family members who do not have police records in
order to circumvent Health Canada’s current safeguards for the production of madical marihuana.

s Intelligence and law enforcement investigations demonstrate that high-level criminal
organizations engaged in illicit drug markets (cocaine, methamphetamine and marihuana) are
actively strategizing to enter and exploit Health Canada's developing MMAR Program.

e Canadian criminal networks engaged in the illicit marihuana market have access to millions of
dollars of startup capital. As such, they have the financial resources to commercially enter a
sophisticated MMAR Program.

Purpose

This asssssment examines vulnerabilities within the MMAR Program as it pertains to production licences
currently being exploited by organized crime (OC).

Background

Canada was identified as a global top 10 producer of illicit marihuana.” Organized crime is involved in all
levels of the marihuana trade (from production to exportation) as it remains one of the most trafficked illicit
drugs within the country." Canadian criminal producers have developed the capacity and sophistication to
produce on a commercial scale some of the most potent marihuana in the world. The illegal marihuana
market in Canada is estimated to be a multi-billion dollar industry, in annual revenue, for criminal
organizations.” "

Gaining access to or control of a medical marihuana grow operation is highly desirable for criminal
‘networks due to the array of opportunities it would present for the illicit production and diversion of high-
grade medical marihuana. Criminal groups are currently exploiting Health Canada’'s MMAR Program.
The RCMP reparted that at least one high-level criminal organization — identified as a naticnai level threat
— is proactively seeking opportunities to exploit future MMAR guidelines currently being developed by
Health Canada. '

Occurring Threats

The following case studies are recent examples of investigations into broader ongoing organized crime
trends identified by law enforcement in the RCMP’s report Analysis of National Cases Related lo the
Marihuana Medical Access Regulations {2010). Organized crime’s exploitation of current and future
MMAR represents an enforcement challenge and a public hiealth threat.

! Marijuana Growth in British Columbia (2004) estimated that British Columbia exported 32 billion CON worth of marijuana to the
United States based on 2000 data,

Hay

201212




Criminal Intaifiigence Brisf - Criminal Exploitation of Marthuana Msdical Access Licences

Profactad “A7

Scenario 1: Marihuana production in
excess of the MMAR licence
designation

CASE STUDY 1
FILE NUMBER(S): 2011-XXXX, 201 1-XXXAXX

Issue: Suspeci 7 was issued a licence fo
produce medical marihuana. In late 2011, police
eniered Suspect 7's residence and located a
marihuana grow operation which was producing
marihuana in excess of the quantity allowed
under the Health Canada permit.

Criminal Background: Suspect 1 was arrested
in 2011 for possession of aver 100,000 MDMA
(Ecstasy) tablets? and 30 kilograms of cocaine.®
This individual is known to be a key cocaine
importation and trafficking figure, is reportedly
associated to a known violent organized crime
group, and is an associate of a high-level (95
kilograms+) international cocaine trafficker.

Implications: High-level drug traffickers, who
have access to significant amounts of capital,
are currently exploiting Health Canada's MMAR
Program.

Scenario 2: Criminal participation in a
medical marihuana grow operation

CASE STUDY 2
FILE NUMBER(S): 2011-)00XXX, 201 1-XXXXX

Issue: In 2011, police attended Address 1
where three individuals —Suspect 2, Suspect 3
and Suspect 4 ~ had MMAR licences to grow 48
plants each at this location, totalling 147 plants.
Suspect 3s and Suspsct 4’s residential
addresses were identified in other cities,

z This was estimated o be worth $500,000 CDN, at the
wholesale value, and approximately $2- million CON at
the strest vaiue, ‘

5 The cocaine seizure was estimated to be worth §$1.65
miflion CAN, at the wholesale value, and in excess of
$2.5 milfion CDN, at the strest value.

differing from the deciared MMAR location. At a
later date police conducted a roadside check of
a vehicle which Suspect 3 was driving. This
vehicle was found to be transporting marihuana.
Suspect 3 indicated to officers that they were
permitted to possess marihuana due to the
MMAR licence. When questioned about the
ownership of the vehicle, Suspect 3 provided
faise information, likely in an attempt to prevent
police from identifying the owner. The actual
owner of the vehicle has several criminal
convictions, one of which is believed to be
associated to an llicit marithuana grow
operation.

Criminal Background: Suspect 2 is a full-
paich member of the Vancouver Chapter of the
Hells Angels. Suspect 3 has a criminai record
dating back to 1865 and is a known marihuana/
hashish importer/irafficker. Suspect 4 has no
criminal record.

Implications: This example highlights the
access criminal  organizations have to
associates with ne criminal records. Organized
crime often utilizes the services of individuals
with no criminal convictions to hold permits or be
the public owner of the business{es). This
technique insulates the organized crime figure
and helps to avoid detection by law
enforcement. Organized crime members and
associates are exploiting MMAR licences in
order fto traffic marihuana. There is no method
for law enfercement to determine the legality of
the marihuana being transported.

CASE STUDY 3
FILE NUMBER({S): 2011-XXXXX, 2011-XXXXX

Issue: Address 2, owned by Suspect 5, is a
knowr medical marthuana grow operation with
four licences associated to Swuspsct 6 and
Suspect 7. Health Canada issued Designated
Parsonal Production Licences (DPPL) to
Suspsct 6 for 74 plants, and Suspect 7 for 633
plants.
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Criminal Background: Suspect 5 has no
criminal record, however Suspect 5's spouse,
Suspect 8, served a sentence for conspiracy to
import 200 kilograms of heroin from Pakistan.
Suspect 7 has no criminal record, while
Suspect's 7 common-law spouse, Suspect 9, is
the registered owner of a sports car previously
registered to Suspect 8. Higher value assets,
such as vehicle ownership, are often exchanged
among participants in the illicit drug market as a
covert form of payment.

Implications: This case study demonstrates the
ease by which ineligible individuals (such
as convicted drug traffickers) can circumvent
standard safeguards currently utilized by Health
Canada. Under the curent framework,
individuals who are inadmissible to the MMAR
program are having family members (such as a
spouse) and/or associates with no criminal
records obtain MMAR licenses

e d
015 iy P
Heroin b
e, Assaut Trafficking
Voo d "
MNa erimirial record - 7
; g Consisto Gl A
Herain a5 nareotics trafficking P
3 ;//
e " e Previous Current L . Comman fap e
e = APy e awner %-(—uw— o spause 3 B
Suspiett 5 Suspect & Sparts Car Suspect 9 Suspect 7
I has two
Proparty Health Canada
Quwner Medical Marhuana Grow
licenses
$ Location of *
P MAR :
Addrass 2 Heath Canada licensing
707 Plants
has two
Health Canada
Medical Marihuana Grow
licerses
!b
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T
\\7 -
L f/-
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Scenario 3: Criminal  networks
deliberately utilizing Health Canada
MMAR licences to commercially
produce illicit marihuana

CASE STUDY 4
FILE NUMBER(S): 2011-XXXX, 2011-XXXX,
2011-XXXX

Issue: Suspect 70 holds a valid Health Canada
licence to possess 1.8 kilograms of marihuana,
to grow up to 292 plants and to store 13.14
kilograms at Address 3. Suspect 10's licence is
for personal use, it dees not permit the supplying
or growing of marihuana for others. Suspect 10
established Company X, which illegally
produces and ships marihuana across Canada.

There is a second licence for Suspect 11, who is
also associated to Address 3. The licence only
permits Suspect 171 to supply Suspect 72
Suspect 10 is an officer of Company X while
Suspect 12 is the director. Company X is
sending significant quantities of illicit marihuana
through Canada Post.

Marihuana Seizure: While conducting parcel
interdiction at a major international parcel
delivery company, police interdicted a package
that contained 38 bags of marihuana, each
weighing approximately 260 grams {for a total of
9.36 kilograms). The sender was Company X,
which used the same address associated with
Suspect 10, and the receiver was Suspect 12.
Police were advised that Suspect 70 inquired
about the parcel with the company’s corporate
security department, saying that the marihuana
was for medical purposes. When police spoke
with Suspect 10, he stated that he was part of
Company X and that the marihuana was for a
licenced medical user.

Business Profile: Company X has a weabsite
claiming tc be "permitted to produce and
distribute marihuana for medical purposes.”
When police verified with Health Canada, it was
indicated that no licence was issued for

Company X to distribute marihuana but rather
the owner, Suspect 10, had a Personal Use
Production Licence. Suspect 10 was featured in
a National Geographic documentary called
“‘Marihuana Nation.” Mark Emery (aka the
Prince of Pot and well known marihuana activist)
took a National Geographic reporter to Suspect
10's medical marihuana grow operation (MGQ)
in Canada. Emery stated it was the biggest and
most sophisticated MGO he had ever seen.
Suspect 70 then showed the reporter the
warehouse where marihuana plants
(approximately 10 feet tall) were grown and
concluded the presentaiion with showing
cookies and cupcakes® containing marihuana.

Criminal Background: In the documentary,
Suspect 70 admitted to having & criminal record
for trafficking and extortion. The Canadian
Police Information Center showed that Suspect

10 is prohibited from possessing firearms -

stemming from a 1988 file; however, no criminal
record was listed due to a possible pardon.

Implications: This example is one of several
where MMAR licences are utilized with impunity
to produce a significant quantity of marihuana,
far exceeding what can
consumed by an individual. RCMP subject
matter experis repori the average yield per plant
to be 90 grams (average plant size is 5 to 8 feet
tall). As such Suspect 10s licence for 292
plants sllows the production of at least 78.84
kilograms - with an average street value of
$657,000 CDN - per annum.®

4 At the time of filming this coniravened Heaith Canada’s
Marihuana Medical Access Regulations, which restricted
recipients to using only dried forms of marihuana.

5 Averags vield per plant is 80 grams; therefore 297 plants
will produce 26.28 kilograms. Most growers can rotate at
least three crops per year (26.28 kg x 3= 78.84 k).

reasonably be
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CASE STUDY 5
FILE NUMBER(S): 2010-XXXX, 2011-XXXXX,
2012-XXXX, 2012-XXXX :

lssue: Intent by known organized crime
individuals to obtain marihuana production
licenses for medical purposes.

Criminal Modus Operandi: In June 2010, a
specialized police outlaw motorcycie gang unit
began an investigation into the criminal
production of marihuana by Suspect 13 and
associates. Suspecit 13 worked for Suspeci 14,
a full member of the Hells Angels, White Rock
Chapter. The investigation led to the search and
seizure of three large-scale, commercial-grade,
illegal MGOs in Chilliwack, Hope and Mission.
Each location was maintained by a separate
group of people, with Suspect 13 in charge of
each group.

Subsequent to the seizures, intelligence
indicates that Suspect 74 is planning to
criminally produce marihuana under the cover of
medical grow licences. In 2011, Suspect 13 and
two persons from his production network,
Suspect 15 and Suspect 16, are believed to
have applied for medical marihuana licences.
Another subject of this investigation, Suspect 17,
was arrested by a municipal police service on
2012-01-10 at an illegal MGO that was operated
by a person who had a valid medical marihuana
licence for another address.

Implications: Criminal networks active in the
production of marihuana for the illegal market
currently view the MMAR Program as a highly
desirable mechanism by which to produce illicit
marihuana and circumvent law enforcement.

‘

Strategic Considerations

Criminal organizations are highly likely to
attempt to gain access, either directly or
indirectly via associates who do not have a
criminal record, to businesses or designated
locations producing medical marihuana under
Health Canada’'s MMAR Program.

The RCMP Criminal Intelligence deems that a

criminal records check of applicants attempting

to obtain production licences is insufficient in
reducing the probabilittes of exploitation by
criminals.

A more comprehensive background screening of
individuals to identify criminal associations
would greatly confribute to mitigating the risks of
exploitation, such as the RCMPs Security
Intelligence Background Section (see Appendix
A

Health Canada currently utilizes databases,
which identifies the locations and owners of
MMARs. This database could be leveraged to
identify questionable activity, such as individuals
who reside in one municipality but are licensed
and growing marihuana in another community.
Developing core indicators of non-compiiant
medical marihuana grow operations could
provide Heaith Canada with the -resources to
strategically target and deploy limited resources.
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Appendix A

Security Intelligence Background Section (SIBS)

Mandate

The Security Intelligence Background Section (SIBS) has been established within the RCMP Criminal
Intelligence Program to provide a security screening service to federal departments. The Security
Intelligence Background Section produces comprehensive analysis of available police information about
applicants, enabling client departments to accept or reject them for specific access or entitlement.

Law Enforcement Records Checks (LERC)

The Security Intelligence Background Section (SIBS) conducts Law Enforcement Records Checks
(LERC) on names of individuals provided by a federal government depariment. The purpose is to
determine if an individual has in the past engaged in and/or been associaied to criminal activities that
would indicate unacceptable risk for the client. A LERC involves a review of police databank holdings,
and can result in either a "no hit’, which is a search that yields no positive matches or in a “possible hit",
which yields positive matches to information in the databases and requires further analysis. The Security
Intelligence Background Section coordinates and conducts follow-up inquiries to confirm the accuracy
and validity of the information, and then provides an assessment to departments or agencies of the
Government of Canada.
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Endnotes

' 2010 World Drug Repart , 2010 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

" 2010 Report on Organized Crime, Criminal Intelligence Sarvice Canada

" Marijuana Growth in British Columbia (2004), Public Policy Sources, Eastan, Stephen T., The Fraser Institute;
BBC, Canada’s growing marihuana problem, 20 March 2006, hitp://news.bhc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/4620272.stm
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Key Findings

e Theft or destruction of illegal marihuana crops {grow rips) are under-reported due fo the
victims’ participation in criminal activity. {A)

¢ There is no clear way to categorize a grow rip in the various law enforcement records
management systems as it is not a specific offence and does not have an Uniform Crime
Reporting code. (A)

¢ The lack of precision in the available reporting does not permit clear analytic judgments
regarding the issue of violence in grow rips. However, viclence continues to be part of the
illegal drug trade and is associated to the presence of marihuana grow operations in
Canada. (A)

s The risk of violence associated to legal marthuana grow operations in residential settings
will continue pending changes to the Marihuana Medical Access Regulations. (A)

Purpose

This assessment is the first review of violent criminal activities linked to marihuana grow operation's
(MGOs), specifically MGO-associated home invasions and grows rips." (A)

Background

The Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP) identified the presence of MGOs and their potential
threat to public safety as a priority issue and requested an assessment. The significant role of organized
crime and violence in MGOs, highlighted in the 2002 RCMP Project SERRE Il report examining
marihuana cultivation trends in Canada, holds true today.2 Accordingly, organized crime's invelvement in
marihuana production due io its profitability and lack of deterrence renders it a widespread problem in
Canada. Violence continues to be a part of the illegal production, trafficking and distribution stages of the
drug trade, and is associated with the presence of MGQOs. The violence has not however limited itself to
illegal MGOs; legal MGQs,® allowed in Canada since 2001 under the Marihuana Medical Access
Reguiations (MMARY), were also found to increase the risk of home invasions and violence.' (A)

Illicit marihuana grow operations are known to be operating in all provinces across the country, but are
more common in British Ceolumbia (B.C.), Ontario, and Quebec." The dominance of B.C. in the
marihuana market was initially reported in 1895 with the dramaiic increase in hydroponic marihuana
cultivation, and continued in 2000 when nearly half of marihuana cultivation incidents in Canada
originated from this province. British Columbia remains at the forefront of this illicit drug ac:’ti\rity.iﬁ (A)

' Grow rips are defined as MGOs targeted by criminals who cammit 2 home invasion in order to steal or destroy the marihuana
crop.

2 In 2010, Canadian law enforcement seized approximately 1.9 million plants and 50,000 kilograms of marihuana, which
remains the largest illicit commodity seized in the couniry. (See Chart 1, Appendix A.)

3 Alegal MGO, allowed in private residencss, is licensed by Health Canada to legally grow marihuana for medical purposes.
As of June 2009, 3,430 production licenses were granted for personal-use production licence and designated person
production licence across the country.
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Methodology

In February 2011, at the request of the CACP,
RCMP HQ Drug Branch canvassed CACP
members to obtain information on all reported
MGO-associated home invasions and grow rips
that inveived incidents of viclence batween
January 2007 and August 2011  This
assessment is based on the analysis of 311
reported police files,” (See Appendix B.) where
MGOs (both legal and illegal) were targeted for
theft. Of note, 88 percent of the reportad files
were from B.C., followed by Ontario (7%), while
Quebec, Nova Scotia, and Alberta combined
accounted for the remaining five percent. (See
Chart 2, Appendix A.) (A)

Limitations

This analysis may not be a comprehensive
representation of the country as the majority
(273) of the files raviewed for this assessment
originated from B.C.. (A)

llegal marihuana grow operations related
violence is under-reported (e.g. victims involved
are unlikely to report occurrences due to the
illegal nature of production), which is a
significant  chailenge for collection and
analysis. (A)

Incidents initially classified as a break and enter®
could be unreported grow rips as there is no
clear way to categorize it in law enforcement
records management systems. A grow rip is not
a specific Criminal Code offence and does not
have a Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) code,

4 The original deadline for submission in this review
was January 2011, which was later extended to
August 2011.

5 Participating Canadian police agencies included: British
Columbia — Abbotsford Police Depariment; Delta Police
Force; RCMP E Division; Saanich Police Department;
and Vancouver Police Depariment; Ontario — Hamilton
Police; Ontario Provincial Police; Ottawa Police
Service; Peel Regional Police; Toronto Police Service;
and Waterloo Regional Police; Quebec — Service de
Palice de la Ville de Montréal and Sireté du Québec;
Nova Scotia - RCMP H Division.

8 Criminal Code, R.S.C., 1985, ¢. C-46, 5.348.

making it difficult to accurately assess the scope
of the problem. (A)

The overall lack of information and intelligence
gathered from MGO-associated home invasions
and grow rips makes it difficult to identify
criminal patterns and the involvement of
organized crime (OC) networks. (A)

Analysis
Violence

Some marihuana growers have used
weapcns/instrumentsT in their residences to
protect their crop and prevent theft by rivals.” (A)

lllegal MGOs

The presence or involvement of weapons/
instruments was reported in 36 percent (113) of
the files reviewed, while injury to victims or
suspects occurrad in 25 percent (77) of the
cases. In five percent (16) of cases, victims
were shot or stabbed during an MGOC-associated
home invasion, resuliing in five fatalities. Three
percent (10) of files reported gunshots fired, but
with no apparent injuries. (A)

Legal MGOs - Marihuana Medical Access
Regulations (MMAR)

Eighteen percent (55) of reported incidents of
violence and home ‘invasions associated fo
MGOs involved MMAR licensed grow
operations.® While the majority of these cases
were in B.C. (48), some instances were
identified in Ontario (2), Alberta (3), and Nova
Scotiz (4). (A)

Of these 55 MMAR cases, injuries were
sustained in 22 percent (12) while the presence
or invoivement of weaponsfinstruments was

T For the purposes of this assessment in addition to what
is classified as a weapon (firearms and knives),
instruments that can be used as a weapon such as
pepper and bear spray, baseball bats, clubs/blunt
instruments were included,

5 Of these incidents, all but one involved an indoor
licensed grow operation.
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identified in 47 percent (28) of files. In 40
percent (22) of the MMAR files reviewad, some
form of marihuana (either processed bud or
plants) was stolen resuiting in legal marihuana
being diverted to the black market® (A)

Organized Crime Involvement

In five percent of cases (16), the MGO was
known or suspected to be targeted by specific
OC groups, including: independent OC' (10),
street gangs (3), Hells Angels (2}, and Asian OC
" (1). Organized crime links are frequently not
noted or collected during an investigation of an
ilegal grow operation as suspects are often not
identified because victims either do not know or
are unwilling to cooperate with police for fear of
incriminating themselves. (A)

Offence Type and Charges

Individuals involved in illegal MGOs are unlikely
to file a complaint with police if their crop and/or
money were stolen, if they were threatened, or if
they were victims of violence." As victims risk
being charged for cannabis cultivation if reported
to police, they frequently avoid or delay reporting
in order to dismanile the MGO in their residence.
In instances where victims did report the crime,
some failed to provide complete or accurate
information to avoid self-incrimination. As a
result, the lack of reporting by victims is reflected
in the reviewed files when attempting to
ascertain the number of charges. (A)

Victims/complainanis were commonly lisisd as
involved in possession or production of
cannabis, while suspects were likely listed as
involved in a break and enter."" The majority of
MGO-associated home invasions and grow rips

®  The guantity of stolen marihuana was identified in only
12 of the 22 cases.

19 The independent OC groups include ‘ripper’ groups,
which are organized crime groups known to steal or
destroy a rival's crops. )

" Break and Enter is defined as an unlawiful entry to a;
residential/commercial buildings, entry does not have to
be obiained by force but may be accessed through an
open or unlocked window/door.

reviewed did not identify suspects, and even
fewer resuited in criminal charges.'””> In the
reviewed cases, there was a greater number of
victims/complainants charged with cultivation
offences because they were moare frequently
identified.™ (A)

Threat of MGOs in Residential
Locations

The risk to the public can be elevated when
criminals target for home invasion either the
wrong address or one where 2 MGO was
believed fo be active, thus potentially
endangering innocent parties. Ten percent (33)
of files indicated that home invasions occurred
at locations where MGOs are no longer active,
or at incorrect addresses. It can be difficult to
determine whether these cases involved a failed
grow rip or were actually a break and enter, as
demonstrated by investigator's comments (noted
in the files) indicating some confusion in
assessing what had occurred. (A)

Once identified as an MGO location by
criminals, an address can be at risk of being the
target of a future grow rip. Four percent (12) of
files reported locations/addresses that were
targets of repeated grow rip attempts. (A)

Impersonating Law Enforcement

impersonation of law enforcement by suspects
attempting to access MGOs could compromise
poiice ability to effectively operate in areas
where misrepresentation has occurred, risking
public safety. Four percent (11) of the files, all
from B.C.," revealed instances of suspects

12 Of the 311 files, 220 cases provided offence type and
identified whether there were charges. Suspects were
identified in 19 percent (42) of files and only five
percent (11) were charged.

3 Of the 220 cases, 80 percent (175) identified the
victims/complainants and 30 percent (52) were charged
with cultivation offencss.

 B.C. jurisdictions: Abbottsford, Burnaby, Ridge
Meadaow, Sunshine Coast, Upper Fraser Valley, and
Vancouver,
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Appendix A
Chart 1 (A)
Canadian Marthuana Seizures by Year, 2007 — 2010
Year Number of plants ) Marihuana (kg)
2007 1,878,178 plants 49,918 kg
2008 1,828,861 plants 37,169 kg
2009 1,845,734 plants ) 34,391 kg
2010 1,943,625 plants 50,876 kg
Chart 2 (A)
| Marihuana Grow Operations Related Violence Cases
by Year, 2007 - 2011
100 —=
GO e
R — e
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*up to August 2011
Chart 3 (A)

Charges in Marihuana Grow Oparations Related Violence Cases

EVictim/Complainant
Charged

ASuspect Charged

BVYictim/Complainant-
Foundednotcleared

HEsuspect-Founded not
cleared
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Appendix B (A)

Marihuana Grow Operations (lilegal and Legal) and Related Violence Cases

January 2007 — August 2011

Number of Percentage
cases

Total number of reported marihuana
grow operations cases

Provincial representation British Columbia 273 88%
Alberta 3 1%
Ontario 23 7%
Quebec 7 2%
Nova Scotia 5 29
Legal Marihuana Grow Operations 55 18%
Provincial representation British Columbia 46 84%
Alberta 3 5%
Ontario 2 4%
Nova Scotig 4 7%

Marihuana Grow Operations and related Violence

Hllegal Marihuana Grow Operations Weapons/instruments 113 36%
injury 77 25%
Fatalities 5 2%
Legal Marihuana Grow Operations Weapons/instruments 26 47%
Injury 12 22%
Fatalities 0 0
Marihuana theft 22 40%
Organized Crime Involvement 16 5%
Offence Type and Charges ' ' 220 ; 71%
Suspects | Identified 42 19%
Charged 11 5%
Victims/complainants identified 175 80%
Charged with cultivation offences 52 30%
Errors in targeting MGO locations 33 10%
(wrong address, or no longer active MGO)
Repeated target location for grow rips 12 ; 4%
Impersonating law enforcement 11 4%
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Endnotes

' An Analysis of National Cases Related to the Marihuana Medical Access Regu!at.'ons prepared by the

RCMP on behalf of the CACP. November 2010, Protected A.

RCMP Criminal Intelligence, Drug Situation Report - 2009, Unclassified.

RCMP Criminal Intelligence, Project SERRE Il - Marihuana Culfivation in Canada: Evolution and
Current Trends. 2002, Protected A.

RCMP, Policy on Officer Safety — Bio-Hazards and Marihuana Cullivation. Unclassified

RCMP Criminal Intelliigence, Project SERRE Ii — Marihuana Cultivation in Canacla: Evolution and
Current Trends. 2002, Protected A,
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.

Top photograph: Marihuana placed in a plastic tube. The black cap has multiple holes with
a paper filter inserted. The cap is then screwed on. Bottom photograph: Butane applied to
the end of the tube of marihuana which travels through the marihuana, stripping the THC

and depositing it in the white bowl.
Page 1of4
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EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS PROCESS BECAUSE BUTANE IS HIGHLY FLAMMABILE.

Top photograph: Butane exiting from the tube of marihuana and into a bowl. Flammable

fumes are being created during this process. Bottom photograph: Collection of oil and

butane mixture before the butane is evaporated off.

Page 2 0of4
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Top photograph: Butane begins to evaporate away.
Bottom photograph: BHO residue left behind after the butane is evaporated.
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349



The remaining material is o form of BHO that can be smoked or added to other derivatives. In this test, the

residue appeared to resemble human ear wax.

Page 4 of 4
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Above three photographs depict a controlled explosion of six (6) cans of butane

at the San Diego Regional Fire Training Academy.
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